
 

Black History Month 
 

February is Black History month. Officially recognized in Canada since 1995, every February, 
Canadians are invited to take time to celebrate the many achievements and contributions of 
Black Canadians who, throughout history, have done so much to make Canada the culturally 
diverse, compassionate and prosperous nation it is today. 
 
Pope Francis tells us, “we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form 
and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every human life.” Our Christian faith reminds us that 
all people share in the same dignity and value in the eyes of God, but how can this be so if 
anti-Black racism exists in society? 
 
Back in the first century, St. Paul wrote, in his letter to the Christians in Galatia, "There is no 
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 
you are one in Christ Jesus." (3:28). Each of us is called to make our own unique, invaluable 
contribution to our communities, to our country, and to our Church. The diversity of our country 
is one of its greatest riches. And each of us is called to recognize, confront and end racism in 
all its forms. 
 
We invite you to explore the following resources to deepen your understanding of the 
contributions of Black Canadians both past and present. 

Why a Black History Month? 

“As a people, with roots dating back to 1603, African-Canadians have 
defended, cleared, built and farmed this country; our presence is well 
established, but not well-known.” Rosemary Sadlier (historian, 
author, educator, social justice advocate and Black History expert 
based) Answers this question in this short article: 
http://pridenews.ca/2015/02/25/why-a-black-history-month/ 
 
The government of Canada’s Black History Month Campaign. 
 
Each year the Government of Canada develops a poster and theme 
for Black History Month. 
 
Ontario’s Black History Month Act became law in 2016. 
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http://pridenews.ca/2015/02/25/why-a-black-history-month/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month/about.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month/poster.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month/poster.html
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/16b01


 
 

The Catholic Church 

There are many Black and African Saints of the church, find  most of 
them, and read their stories, at: 
https://www.catholic.org/saints/black.php 
 
The Catholic News Herald also has a page of Black Saints, but also 
includes Popes and other Catholic leaders: http://t.ly/Fg9k 
 
 
St Monica is believed to have been born in what is now Algeria in Northern Africa 

Image Credit: Retrieved from: Orthodox Christianity (18th January, 2018) 
 
For a much deeper look at the Catholic Church’s position on discrimination and racism find 
many church teaching on this Canadian Conferecne of Catholic Bishop’s doucment. 

Local History 
In the early 1800’s Black people settled in Oro Township, founding 
the Oro African Methodist Episcopal Church. This church has been 
recently renovated and can be visited today. 
Find out more at: 

● Parks Canada National Historic Site 
● Oro Medonte Township 
● Breakfast Television news 

 
  

The Simcoe County Archives has a history of Black settlement in Oro Township. 
 
Some local libraries have curated resources to celebrate Black History Month: 

● The Barrie Public Library - Black History 365 
● Innisfil ideaLAB and Library - Black History Month 
● Bradford West Gwillimbury Public Library - Black History Month 
● Midland Public Library - Video screenings for Black History Month 
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https://www.catholic.org/saints/black.php
http://t.ly/Fg9k
http://orthochristian.com/93375.html
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Racism-and-Discrimination-Catholic-documents-online.pdf
https://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=1934
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Oro-African-Methodist-Episcopal-Church-Re-opened.aspx
https://www.bttoronto.ca/videos/story-of-the-black-history-in-central-ontario/
https://www.simcoe.ca/Archives/Pages/black.aspx
https://www.barrielibrary.ca/programs-events/black-history-365
https://www.innisfilidealab.ca/bhm/
http://bradford.library.on.ca:57780/iguana/www.main.cls?surl=BWGDEV
http://www.midlandlibrary.com/?s=black+history+month


 
 
A Canadian Perspective 
A timeline of early Black settlement in Canada 

 
The “Real McCoy”, Elijah Mcoy, innovator, inventor and engineer. Famous 
for inventing a lubrication system that allowed trains to travel faster. 
People would ask for “the real McCoy”. 
 
The Rella Black History Foundation feature on Elijah McCoy 
Short YouTube introduction to Elijah McCoy 
 
 
 

 
Viola Desmond, teacher, beautician and business woman. Viola 
challenged discriminatrion in 1940’s Nova Scotia when she refused to 
leave a segregated, ‘whites only’ section of a cinema. 
 
Viola Desmond Heritage Minute 
Viola Desmond Canadian Encyclopedia 
Viola Desmond  and the $10 note 
 
 

 
The Amherstburg Freedom Museum has a digital exhibit 
dedicated to telling the stories of African-Canadians through 
the descendents of freedom seekers using the Underground 
Railway. 
 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum - Digital Doors Open 
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http://www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/306010/Early-Black-Settlement-in-Canada/#vars!date=1571-12-23_06:38:33!
https://www.rellablackhistoryfoundation.com/elijah-mccoy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGnwC0gfD4g
https://www.historicacanada.ca/content/heritage-minutes/viola-desmond
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/viola-desmond/
https://humanrights.ca/exhibit/one-womans-resistance
https://www.doorsopenontario.on.ca/en/amherstburg/amherstburg-freedom-museum


 
 

 
Africville was a community of predominantly Black Nova Scotians 
in Halifax. The government refused basic services like water and 
sewage. In the 1960’s the community was condemned and the 
people relocated. 
 
Read the story in this Graphic Novel. 
 
 
 
 
 

Find more stories of the contributions of Black Canadians, past and present, at: 
Ontario Black History Society’s History page 
Government of Canada’s Noteworthy Historical Figures page 

More Reading and Viewing 
The Canadian Encyclopedia - Black History in Canada (online) 
Historica Canada Heritage Minutes - Black History in Canada (online) 
CanLit for LIttle Canadians - Black History Book List (try looking for these books in your local 
library or bookstore) 
Scholastic Canada - Black History Book List (try looking for these books in your local library or 
bookstore) 
Embrace Race - Black History Month picture book list (try looking for these books in your local 
library or bookstore) 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre - Canadian Books to Help Tackle Racism (try looking for these 
books in your local library or bookstore) 
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http://kids.canadashistory.ca/Kids/Kayak/History-Gets-Graphic.aspx?id=1235
https://blackhistorysociety.ca/history/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month/black-canadians.html
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/collection/black-history-in-canada
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiE7YBxN9zmLga6GfFcH0y7XSyTHtk6ce
https://canlitforlittlecanadians.blogspot.com/search?q=black+history+month
http://scholastic.ca/books/seasonal/blackhistory/
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/20-picture-books-for-2020
https://bookcentre.ca/news/canadian-books-tackle-racism

